
~TAXATION ~

   Nearly everyone in this country is unhappy with our system of 
taxation. One of the founding issues of our nation was that 
government should not tax people without their consent and that 
people have the right to the pursuit of happiness, that is, the right 
to work hard and get ahead. If most people do not like our tax 
system, then the majority of us are not consenting to being taxed 
the way we are now. Our liberty is being limited when the current 
system is unfair to the average person and small business 
owners.

  When people are asked about taxes, they usually think of federal 
income tax.  This isn’t the whole story. We are taxed at many 
levels, sometimes without even realizing we are being taxed.  
There are sales taxes, property taxes, inheritance taxes, capital 
gains taxes, excise taxes, import duties, fuel taxes, motor vehicle 
taxes, utility taxes, taxes on your internet service, taxes on your 
phone service, and many others that are named as taxes. 
 
   Then there are others that are less obvious. For example, in 
most states, people are required to have an ID card like a driver’s 
license or government issued ID to vote. This is not free.  The 
cost of this amounts to a poll tax on the right to vote (which has 
been declared unconstitutional by the Supreme Court decades 
ago). While it may be reasonable to require some identification, it 
is not reasonable for people to have to pay for this to exercise a 
Constitutional right.



  Another example is filing federal and state income taxes.  Our 
tax codes are so complex that most people have to pay someone 
to help them file their tax return correctly or risk violating the law.  
The cost of preparing tax returns is another hidden tax. It is 
fundamentally unfair that you have to pay a fee to pay taxes.

  There is also the issue of double taxation.  We pay income tax 
on our incomes and then have our “take home” pay that we can 
use for what we need to buy. So you take that after tax income 
and go to the store to buy something and find that money is taxed 
a second time by having to pay sales tax or fuel tax on gas. Not 
only that, but sales and fuel taxes hit hardest those who can least 
afford it.
  
  Sales and fuel tax make up a larger percentage of household 
spending for a middle income or low income family than it does 
for a higher income family. So the net tax rate is actually lower for 
wealthier people. It is unfair for a family of two adults and one 
child earning $20000 per year be taxed at 12%. Their income is at 
the poverty threshold. At this income they can’t handle food, 
clothing, shelter, and medical care when 12% of their income 
goes to income tax.
    



   Another inequality in taxing is related to how the very wealthy 
make their household income. Most working people have a job 
that pays them a salary if they are not in agriculture such as a 
family farm or ranch.  The income tax rates that we are used to 
seeing are based on this idea of getting paid wages for work.  
Many wealthier people have some income that is paid this way 
and other income that is taken as returns on investments, and 
other types of “passive” income that is not paid as a salary. This 
passive income is typically taxed at a lower rate than ordinary 
income.
  
  The income can be  further insulated by having property and 
businesses in trusts. The creation of these types of trusts is one 
of the things that makes the financial sector the biggest business 
by far in South Dakota.  Our state has become sort of like the 
Cayman Islands or the Switzerland of America for sheltering 
assets and income for wealthy individuals.  Meanwhile, the rest of 
us who are not wealthy end up paying a higher rate of taxation. 
 
   It is clear from the political posturing that goes on in Congress 
that the tax codes are designed and made complex to please 
narrow segments of the economy.  Taxation of ordinary families is 
unfair in its design.  For one thing, there should not be such a 
thing as a joint tax return.  Each person, regardless of gender or 
marital status should be equal.  The person who earns the income 
should be the one responsible for the taxes.  It is fundamentally 
wrong to pursue a spouse or dependent for the earner’s taxes.  
For the government to pursue people in this way for taxes on 
income they did not earn is similar to the ancient practice of a bill 
of attainder as prohibited in the Constitution.

 



  Civil forfeiture from unpaid taxes, late fees and interest should 
be culled from the current rules set forth in the IRS’s purview. The 
government is not a central bank that can charge these fees. We 
did not take a loan from them therefore our assets are not 
collateral that can be confiscated. Government should not be 
spending money that exceeds total taxes collected except in 
emergencies. When our check book balance has little money in it, 
we can’t write a check for something expensive if we have little to 
no funds to cover that expense. The government is supposed to 
have the power of deficit spending for emergencies such as the 
country being invaded.  The problem now is that the government 
uses this power for almost everything it does.

 
 We need some form of taxation.  The government must be able 
to provide for defense, roads, police, fire departments, schools, 
and other necessary services. But that taxation should be fair and 
equitable.  It should be easy to understand and not a complex 
minefield for potential felonies by ordinary citizens.  Also everyone 
should pay a fair share.  It is fundamentally wrong for the very 
wealthy to pay little or no taxes while families struggle to get by.  
In most cases these wealthy people are not breaking any laws.  
They are just taking advantage of the tax code that was designed 
by politicians whom they support financially.  One of the largest 
sources of political contribution for John Thune’s war chest comes 
from the financial sector. 
 



   Vote for Tamara Lesnar to curtail the ability of the wealthy and 
of big corporations to shift their fair share of taxes to ordinary 
people and to small business. The pursuit of happiness is a liberty 
that we are supposed to have as Americans.  The current system 
takes away a lot of that liberty.  Reclaim your freedom.
   

 ~ Vote for an equitable tax system that will help give ordinary 
people and small businesses a fair chance to climb the economic 
ladder and realize the American dream.She will bring to the 
Senate her devotion to establish a fair tax system that is friendly 
to families.  She will represent your interests and not those of 
wealthy corporate donors. ~

VOTE
 TAMARA LESNAR 4 US SENATE 

~ Click the link below and donate to support government that 

will work for a fair tax system ~
https://www.raisethemoney.com/politics/tlesnar
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